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				NEW this week






		Medicine Supply






		[image: /var/folders/jt/ssf8xjds2p9ghbc3vkj05ypw0000gn/T/com.microsoft.Word/WebArchiveCopyPasteTempFiles/171980f3-9c20-3abc-8300-ef33a9523464.jpeg]

	Medicine Supply Notification: Lantus® Solostar® (insulin glargine) 100units/ml solution for injection 3ml pre-filled pens
The Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) has issued a medicine supply notification for Lantus® Solostar® (insulin glargine) 100units/ml solution for injection 3ml pre-filled pens, warning of limited stock. A copy of this medicine supply notification, including further information, has been sent to all pharmacy NHSmail addresses.
Find out more






		






		Pharmacy First
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	Pharmacy First start date confirmed as 31st January
NHS England has written to community pharmacies and general practices to confirm that the Pharmacy First service will commence next week on Wednesday 31st January 2024. The letter also states that, from 31st January, pharmacy teams will have access to a new Pharmacy First IT module in their chosen clinical services IT system. 
Read more
PharmOutcomes have also produced some great resources including general information, a video and FAQ’s which can be found on the home screen before you log into PharmOutcomes. 
Please remember your pharmacy needs to complete 1 national clinical pathway ( ie one from UTI, Impetigo, Sore throat, infected insect bite, shingles, otitis media (if your pharmacy is eligible to provide this pathway) and acute sinusitis) in February and 5 in March in order to claim £1000/month. If you do not achieve 5 clinical pathway consultations by the end of March 24 then the initial £2000 fixed payment which was paid when your pharmacy signed up to the service will be reclaimed.






		






		Local PGDs - BNSSG
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	BNSSG Pharmacies ONLY -  LOCAL PGD’s NEXT STEPS
The following local BNSSG ICB PGD’s (UTI’s plus UTI and dipstick, Impetigo and Sore throat) will be disabled with the last entry for a supply being the 30th January 24 as the new national ones should be available on your PharmOutcomes screen on the 31st January. Please ensure all records on the local PGD system are completed asap (ideally should be on the same day) as the system will not allow you to complete any outstanding paperwork after the 8th February.
 Please note that the chloramphenicol, hydrocortisone and otitis external (for pilot pharmacies only) PGDs will remain active.
If you have any questions please contact Roger (Roger.avonlpc@gmail.com) or Judith (Judith.avonlpc@gmail.com)






		






		Local PGDs - BSW
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	BSW Pharmacies ONLY - Local PGD’s NEXT STEPS
The following local BSW ICB PGD’s (UTI’s, Impetigo and Sore throat) will be phased out over the next few weeks and the templates for these will be disabled on PharmOutcomes. We strongly advise that the last day you use the local BSW templates for these 3 PGD’s is on the 30th January and that any records are complete asap (ideally in the same day) and that you start using the national NHSE PGD templates for Pharmacy First from the 31st January as these are the only PGD’s that will count towards the Clinical Pathway threshold  payment of £1000/month.
 Please note that the chloramphenicol and  hydrocortisone PGDs will remain active.






		






		Oral Contraception Service
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	NHSE Oral Contraception Service - Local Formularies
Please find links below for the BNSSG and BSW formularies which you will need to use when providing the new oral contraceptive service.
BNSSG
BSW
BSW have also pulled together the page with all the contraception advice 






		






		Pharmacy First Document
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	Pharmacy First - Master PGD and Protocol sheet has been published 
This sheet allows all pharmacists and the authorising manager to sign all the 23 PGDs and 1 Clinical Protocol on 1 document.
This document can be found here. 
The document is at the bottom of the page.






		






		Contact Information - BSW
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	BSW  Pharmacies only - updated key contact information
Key Local Contact Information is available here – please be aware that some of these contacts are not public facing.  






		






		Technicians
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	Community Pharmacy Technicians
Training options are available for those who are newly qualified or returning to learning, or for those looking for further professional development to deliver more services.
Please click here for more information






		






		Guidance
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	Guidance for Risk Assessment and Infection Prevention and Control Measures for Measles in Healthcare Settings

Please be advised that there have been minor amendments to the guidance after feedback, as below:
 
•         on page 3 where ‘18’ days has been changed to ‘21’ to reflect updated UKHSA advice.
•         on page 7 section 2.4 where a deletion has been made – ‘exclusion period (minimum 9 days (4 days prior to rash onset and 4 full days after rash onset, where day 0 is the date of onset of rash).’
 
Updated guidance can be found here.






		






		Apprenticeship for Pharmacy Technician
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	BNSSG Pharmacies ONLY - Funded L3 Apprenticeship for Pharmacy Technician - deadline Tuesday 6th February
 
BNSSG ICB have NHS England funding to support up to 3 BNSSG community pharmacies to up skill an existing suitable member of their workforce to become a Pharmacy Technician by undertaking a 2-year L3 Pharmacy Technician apprenticeship starting February 2024.
NHSE WT&E South West Pharmacy Team have developed the PTPT EPD & ES Handbook to support new and current PTPT Education Programme Directors & Educational Supervisors working in organisations across the South-West region:

PTPT Educational Programme Director & Educational Supervisor Handbook

If you would like any further information or wish to express interest, please email Alison Mundell – Community Pharmacy Clinical Lead alison.mundell@nhs.net by Tuesday 6th February 2024

Click here for more information. 






		






		Oral Contraception Service
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	NHSE Contraception Service Notification for 3 local GP practices
Community Pharmacy Avon have created a simple template on PharmOutcomes to help your pharmacy inform 3 of your local GP practices that you can now provide both the initiation and continuing supply of oral contraception. Once you have pharmacists who are ready to complete the service AND you have visibility of the  contraception service on PharmOutcomes please use this quick and easy form to notify your GP practices that you are live.






		






		VirtualOutcomes Free Training
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	NEW FREE VirtualOutcomes Training - Pharmacy First

The training consists of an introductory module which will cover the background of the service and what your pharmacy needs to do plus a short module with key hints and tips on each of the 7 Clinical Pathway Consultations is now available for pharmacists and their teams. The introductory module is approximately 20 mins and the individual modules on each common condition range from 7 to 9 mins long.
 
To access this FREE training please use this link and then enter your F code.






		






		Community Pharmacy Contractual Framework






		Webinar - Contraception Service
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	Watch Pharmacy Contraception: Getting going with the service webinar
Pharmacy owners and their teams can now watch the on-demand recording of Community Pharmacy England (CPE) 'Pharmacy Contraception Service: Getting going with the service' webinar, originally held last week with over 400 people in attendance.This event aimed to help those who have not yet started to provide the Contraception Service to get ready to offer it to their patients. Attendees learned about the service requirements and received practical tips on delivering it effectively.
Watch the webinar recording






		






		SSP's
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	Serious shortage protocols (SSP’s)

SSPs are a potential way to help pharmacies to manage any serious shortages of medicines that may occur, without needing to refer patients back to prescribers.
Please ensure all your team are aware of the current SSP’s in force currently. More information is available here






		






		Local Services & Information






		Entresto
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	Entresto Supply

We have had feedback that there have been some recent issues with Entresto supplies and the following actions have been taken.

1. AAH Bristol have been asked to increase their stockholding
2. If your pharmacy is still having an issue please contact Novartis using their emergency number: 0344 5618899 to help resolve this or contact their local representative Huw Hudson who is happy to try and help  email Huw.hudson@novartis.com or 07795 052237.






		






		Training - VirtualOutcomes






		Avon is very lucky to have access to VirtualOutcomes online training, please have a look and make use of this valuable resource.

Please see below for details of the most recent training module 






		Click here for VirtualOutcomes






		






		Training






		2025 Foundation Training
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	South West Pharmacy Workforce, training and Education - Significant changes have been implemented for the 2025 foundation training year in line with the Initial Education and Training of Pharmacists reform programme mandated by the GPhC. 
This means that recruiting via Oriel will be the only route to employing a foundation trainee pharmacist for the 2025-26 foundation training year.
You can update your knowledge of the scheme by reading the Employer Handbook which contains step-by-step guidance on completing your employer programme submission form(s), a recruitment timeline and regional contact support details.
We have developed a short video to support employers with registering to participate in the National Recruitment Scheme, this is available to watch from the Employer Registration page.  
You may find it helpful to see information submitted by employers in 2023 by viewing the ‘Pharmacy Employers and Programme Information from 2023 document available on the Employer Information page of our website. Please note that some of this information uses terminology which has now changed following GPhC reforms to the initial education and training of pharmacists in 2021.
If you wish to be part of 2024 national recruitment for the 2025-26 training year, you will need to complete an online registration form for each programme you wish to include in the scheme and provide employer programme information. 
The deadline to submit your form(s) is 11.59pm on 1st March 2024. Please note late submissions will not be accepted. NHS England WT&E South West will be holding drop in sessions each week to support with any queries that you may have relating to programme registration. Please see the attached flyer for details on the dates, times and links for these sessions.






		Click here for flyer
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