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				NEW this week






		BNSSG Teach & Treat IP Training
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	BNSSG Teach and Treat Independent Prescribing (IP) Training Programme - Expressions of Interest (EoI)
Closing date - 17th May 2023

BNSSG has successfully bid for funding from NHSWTE South West for a ‘Teach and Treat’ pilot programme. This will provide a limited number of community pharmacists working within the BNSSG area with a Designated Prescribing Practitioner (DPP) and a suitable learning environment in an Urgent Treatment Centre (UTC), GP practice or Out of Hours service.

BNSSG Integrated Care Board (ICB) is seeking community pharmacists working within BNSSG who are ready and able to apply for the next intake of study at the University of the West of England (Sep 2023) or the University of Bath (Oct 2023). If you are successful with this EOI and your University application for the IP course is accepted, you will be able to join this pilot programme.

Further information on the actions required and who to contact if you have questions and a copy of the BNSSG  Teach and Treat EOI form are available below






		Click here for EOI






		Click here for more information






		






		Clinical Skills Training
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	FREE CLINICAL SKILLS TRAINING

NHS England are making available 10,000 module places which will be delivered by CliniSkills until March 2024.

This exciting new training offer will give community pharmacists the opportunity to build on their existing clinical examination and consultation skills - to assess, treat and manage common health problems. 

This offer is available to community pharmacists, including part-time staff and locums working in community pharmacy. For more information, visit the CliniSkills website here.






		






		SSPs Expiring
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	SERIOUS SHORTAGE PROTOCOLS EXPIRING
 
The following Serious Shortage Protocols are expiring on 12 May 2023 and will not be extended further:
 
	SSP
	Product

	SSP029
	Estradiol (Sandrena®) 0.5mg and 1mg gel sachets

	SSP030
	Estradiol (Sandrena®) 0.5mg and 1mg gel sachets

	SSP031
	Estradiol (Sandrena®) 0.5mg and 1mg gel sachets

	SSP032
	Atorvastatin (Lipitor) 10mg chewable tablets

	SSP040
	Phenoxymethylpenicillin

	SSP041
	Phenoxymethylpenicillin

	SSP042
	Phenoxymethylpenicillin

	SSP043
	Phenoxymethylpenicillin

	SSP044
	Phenoxymethylpenicillin

	SSP045
	Phenoxymethylpenicillin

	SSP046
	Phenoxymethylpenicillin

	SSP047
	Phenoxymethylpenicillin

	SSP050
	Paracetamol 120mg suppositories

	SSP051
	Paracetamol 240mg suppositories


 






		






		Contractor Letter
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	DHSC and NHS England contractor letter published
The Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) and NHS England have published a letter to community pharmacy owners updating them on the Community Pharmacy Contractual Framework (CPCF) arrangements. 
The letter brings together updates on services, funding and the imposition of regulatory changes in this financial year as previously announced.  
There are a few points in the letter contractors may want to note: 
· The £645m investment in community pharmacies as was announced this week and which is now the subject of negotiations. 
· The welcome commitment to continuing work to alleviate pressures on the sector.  
· The commitment to reviewing the possibility of permanently removing the requirement for a practice-based audit.  
· The continued rollout of the NHS Pharmacy Contraception Service – this service is now the subject of negotiations and we have issued the following FAQ on it.
· A number of proposed changes to funding and reimbursement arrangements.
Continue reading






		






		PSNC Webinar
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	Save the date: PSNC webinar on Government plans and the negotiation process
This week Government announced a £645m investment into community pharmacies to support both some existing services and to enable pharmacies to do more to help people with common conditions. This announcement followed many months of campaigning by PSNC pressing for a fully-funded Pharmacy First service and more funding for CPCF services.
 
Negotiations on the investment have now commenced and in these early stages we are keen to explain to pharmacy owners what will happen next and to hear your views on the news and the future. In this webinar we will talk about what we know about the wider policy context to this announcement, set out how the negotiations will work and our approach to them, and hear your thoughts and questions. PSNC Chief Executive Janet Morrison will lead the event.
 
Please save the date: Monday 22nd May starting at 7pm  






		






		Avon LPC Training Event - Menopause
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	May Training - Face to Face Event
 
Avon LPC are excited to provide training on Menopause this month.
This event will be held face to face only at Engineers House, Clifton.

Speaker: Antony Singh
Clinical Pharmacist, Leicestershire & Rutland ICb
Key Points of the Training Include:
· Clinical Overview of Menopause
· Diagnosis & Management
· Workshop - how to set up a menopause clinic
Click below to book a place.






		Click here to book a place






		






		Avon LPC Conference
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	Avon LPC Annual Conference - Wednesday 12th July 2023
Engineers House, The Promenade, Clifton Down, Clifton, Bristol, BS8 3NB.
This event will be face to face and it will also be live streamed.

Click here to book.

The Avon LPC Annual Awards are back this year and nominations can now be submitted.

Click here to nominate for an award.






		






		Avon LPC Strategic Plan 2023-2024
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Please click here for Avon LPC's strategic plan for 2023-2024.






		






		Community Pharmacy Contractual Framework






		VAT Services Exemption
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	VAT services exemption introduced
From this month, healthcare services carried out by pharmacy staff under the supervision of pharmacists have become exempt from VAT. This is something that PSNC has been seeking Government agreement on for a long time, including in recent CPCF negotiations.
HM Revenue and Customs has issued a note detailing the change to the VAT treatment of medical services. It explains that, from 1st May 2023, the VAT exemption on medical services has been extended to include services undertaken by non-registered staff who are directly supervised by pharmacists. The Government says this will bring the VAT treatment of pharmacists in line with other registered health professionals providing medical services to the public.

PSNC believes that the extension of this VAT exemption will help as community pharmacy businesses try to make better use of the skill mix in their teams both now and in the future.

Read more






		






		New approach for C-19 antiviral
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	DHSC/NHSE announce new approach for C-19 antiviral supply
DHSC and NHS England (NHSE) have announced a new approach to the supply of COVID-19 antivirals to patients living in the community.
Ministers have decided that this will follow the business as usual approach to medicines supply, with prescribers in general practices being asked to prescribe the medicines and prescriptions being dispensed in community pharmacies. However, pharmacy contractors will be able to order the antivirals free of charge from the Government’s stockpile, via Alliance Healthcare.
Read more






		






		Save Our Pharmacies!
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	Pharmacy bodies launch Save Our Pharmacies campaign website
A Save Our Pharmacies campaign website has been created by leading national pharmacy bodies, to give new focus to calls for fair pharmacy funding in England.
This is the latest output of a joint programme of work being coordinated by PSNC, CCA, AIM and the NPA. It comes the same day the group launched a new public petition on the ’38 Degrees’ platform, which calls for immediate, fair and sustained funding to safeguard NHS pharmacy services.
The newly launched site contains key messages for public, politicians and stakeholders, and hosts campaign resources to be used by pharmacy teams.  It will undergo further development as the campaign progresses, with new resources added to ensure maximum public engagement.






		






		SSP's
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	Serious shortage protocols (SSP’s)

SSPs are a potential way to help pharmacies to manage any serious shortages of medicines that may occur, without needing to refer patients back to prescribers.
Please ensure all your team are aware of the current SSP’s in force currently. More information is available here






		






		Local Services & Information






		






		Training - VirtualOutcomes






		Avon is very lucky to have access to VirtualOutcomes online training, please have a look and make use of this valuable resource.

Please see below for details of the most recent training module - Overview of the Menopause.






		Click here for VirtualOutcomes






		Click here for Menopause flyer






		






		Training
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