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				NEW this week






		Directions for 2021/22 Flu Service
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	Directions for the 2021/22 Flu Vaccination Service 2021/22 issued

Pharmacy contractors meeting the requirements for the provision of the Community Pharmacy Seasonal Influenza Vaccination Advanced Service can now begin providing this service, following confirmation of the signing of amendments to the Secretary of State Directions from the Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC).
A National Protocol has also been confirmed to support the flu vaccination programme for 2021/22. This national protocol will enable contractors to better use the skill mix within their pharmacies when delivering flu vaccinations.






		For further information on the directions click here






		






		Flu - Do you need team members trained?
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	URGENT ACTION REQUIRED

FACE TO FACE FLU VACCINATION TRAINING - the National protocol that was issued allows other team members to deliver flu vaccinations. We would like to understand if there is a need for AHS to put on an additional training sessions for this population. 

Please e mail office@avonhealthcareservices.co.uk if you are interested in getting additional team members trained.






		






		Updated NMS Service Specification
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	Updated NMS service specification

NHSE&I have today published an updated draft version of the New Medicine Service (NMS) service specification and the final version will be published in due course.
The updated service specification reflects the expansion of the service, which was one of the agreed outcomes from negotiations for CPAF
Community pharmacy contractors meeting the requirements for the provision of the NMS can start providing the expanded service from 1st Sept 21.






		For further information click here






		






		Care Home Staff Vaccination Requirements
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	Staff vaccination requirements when working or deployed in care homes

Following DHSC's announcement that COVID-19 vaccination will be a requirement for people working or deployed in care homes from 11th November 2021, NHS England and NHS Improvement (NHSE&I) has written to NHS staff, including community pharmacy contractors, about how this will be delivered operationally.






		For further information on how this will affect your teams






		






		Enoxaparin
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	Enoxaparin (Clexane) Supplies and Administration.

Please be aware of the different needle safety systems on Clexane and ensure that your patients are informed as to how to use their injection.  For more information, please see the attached PDF.






		For further information click here






		






		BNSSG only - Healthier Together






		[image: /var/folders/jt/ssf8xjds2p9ghbc3vkj05ypw0000gn/T/com.microsoft.Word/WebArchiveCopyPasteTempFiles/485dbab2-893e-3be7-57be-bd89d2063f98.png]

	BNSSG PHARMACIES ONLY - Healthier Together Support Network (HTSN) 
Healthier Together Support Network (HTSN) is a new service funded by NHS England and NHS Improvement to support Health and Care staff across BNSSG following the impact of the covid-19 pandemic.






		For further information click here






		On the 22nd September they will go live to support all Health and Care staff across BNSSG (including all community pharmacy teams), where all staff can access a 1:1 support session with a trained psychologist and counselling services.
To access the HTSN service individuals can either phone 0117 342 4740 or fill in the form on the website and we will offer an appointment with a psychologist to support staff.
We also offer further resources and free training sessions, these can also be accessed via the website.






		For further information click here






		






		Community Pharmacy Contractual Framework






		Signatures on Prescriptions
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	End of Temporary Suspension of Signatures on Prescriptions

The temporary suspension of the requirement for patients (or their representatives) to sign the reverse of NHS prescription forms or Electronic Prescription Service (EPS) tokens is due to end on 31st August 2021. In addition, the submission requirement of certain EPS tokens to the NHSBSA is also due to resume from 1st September. 

PSNC advises contractors to start making plans to return to capturing signatures on NHS prescriptions/tokens and to review the current submission processes to include relevant tokens with monthly bundles from September.






		For further information click here






		






		CPCS IT Systems
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	CPCS IT systems - National Model extended until end of March 2022
As you are aware, the NHSE&I funding for the two current CPCS IT systems (Sonar and PharmOutcomes) had been due to cease 31st September.

This national procurement model has been in place to support community pharmacy contractors with the delivery of the Community Pharmacist Consultation Service (CPCS). Announcements have been made that the national procurement model is now extended further (to the end of March 2022), providing contractors time to complete the transition to their own CPCS IT systems.
From 1st April 2022, community pharmacy contractors providing the CPCS will need to procure their IT system from the range of system suppliers in the market offering CPCS functionality.






		For further information click here






		






		CPCF Arrangements
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	Arrangements for the Community Pharmacy Contractual Framework (CPCF) in 2021/22 have been agreed between PSNC, NHS England and NHS Improvement (NHSE&I) and the Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC), in line with the five-year CPCF deal.






		For further information click here






		






		PQS 21/22
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	The scheme will officially begin on 1st September 2021 with a declaration period in February 2022. As with previous schemes, it has £75m funding available and contractors will be able to claim an Aspiration payment if they wish to, later this year.
For further details and some suggestions on what contractors can start working on now click below






		For more information click here






		






		Local Services & Information






		National Patient Safety Alert
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	National Patient safety alert - Potent synthetic opioids implicated in increase in drug overdoses

All pharmacies should have seen the alert that was issued this week. Please ensure that your team including Locums have read it, see below.
BNSSG Pharmacies
 
Our local Drug and Alcohol team have also issued the poster attached below and the following information if you are working with anyone who may be using opiates, they are able to provide Naloxone. This can be provided to the individual, their friends/family/associates and anyone who may have contact with them. They can therefore provide professionals with access to Naloxone to ensure rapid response to any potential overdose.
Please contact DHI on 01454 868 750 to arrange access to Naloxone or to ask any questions you might have.
 Further information about responding to an opioid overdose can be read below.
 A video on how to administer Naloxone is below. They also have nasal naloxone available for individuals who would not accept injectable.






		Please click here






		How to respond to Opiode overdose






		How to administer Naloxone






		






		Banes only - Healthy Eating Courses
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	BANES PHARMACIES ONLY - Healthy Eating Courses
Virgin Care in Bath NES run quite a few courses for families and children living in the Bath NES area to encourage healthy lifestyles to give children the best start in life. These include a cook along course, parenting course and a 1 to 1 course for children above the ideal weight; all of which are free of charge. Attached are some posters/flyers for the courses and pharmacists in the BANES area can  signpost people.
 If you have any enquiries please email Aimee.Dineen@virgincare.co.uk.






		Click here for more information






		Online Programme






		






		Training






		Pre-Registration Pharmacy Technician
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	Pre-registration Trainee Pharmacy Technician (PTPT) employers
 Following our recent webinar to employers outlining Health Education England’s (HEE) process to support expansion of Preregistration Trainee Pharmacy Technician (PTPT) training capacity, please see below further information outlining the process for Expressions of Interest (EOI).  
 HEE will be seeking expressions of interest from employing organisations between 23 August 2021 – 26 September 2021. The attached guidance document outlines the minimum requirements employers must meet to be eligible to receive funding, as well as detailing the EOI process in full. 

 Application Process 
The application window is 23 August 2021 – 26 September 2021. Application is through an EOI submitted via an online appliation (see below)   If you have any questions or require further support, please contact the HEE National Pharmacy team at pharmacyteam@hee.nhs.uk stating ‘PTPT Cross-sector Training’ in the email subject header. 






		Online Application






		Click here for more information - Employer Guidance






		Apprenticeship Webinar Info






		






		CPCS Workshops
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	CPCS Workshops

CPCS workshops are being run by the Royal Pharmaceutical Society and the Royal College of General Practitioners. Participants will learn and practise new skills during the session, gaining confidence in performing clinical examinations and identifying red flags in consultations. They will get instant feedback from GPs and other professionals and the training will also help pharmacists to learn how to involve patients during decision-making. 

The LPC strongly advise that all pharmacists who have not already attended the workshops book themselves onto a course as this will provide  not only excellent support to the CPCS service that you already provide but will also support your continued professional development in providing the future community pharmacy contract.

These workshops are free of charge






		Click here for more information and to book a place






		Covid-19 Information
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